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Put the title  Causes of the Russian Revolution
Note that these tasks cover two webpages – the webpage on Background to the revolution, and the webpage on Causes of the March Revolution.

Study the information on the webpages, then, using Sources 1-10 on the webpage Causes of the March Revolution:

Task One 
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, taking into account the sequence of events in March 1917, decide for each proposed cause whether it is:
· of Vital Importance
· of Some Importance
· of Minor Importance
· not a valid cause of the Russian Revolution at all

Enter your deliberations as a single letter (V, S or M) into a table as follows:

	Cause/ Point
	Importance
	Term
	Evidence
	Explanation

	1. Workers Poverty
	V
	
	
	

	    etc.
	
	
	
	


Re-sort the causes into order of importance.  Delete any you reject as causes.
Task Two 
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, decide for each proposed cause whether it was

· a long term cause (existing over many years)
· a short term cause (cropping up in the last few years/months)
· an immediate cause (occurring in the days leading up to the revolution)

Enter your deliberations (Long, Short or Immediate) into a table, e.g.:

	Cause/ Point
	Importance
	Term
	Evidence
	Explanation

	1. Workers Poverty
	V
	Long
	
	


2.
Find some factual evidence about the cause and enter it into your table, e.g.:

	Cause/ Point
	Importance
	Term
	Evidence
	Explanation

	1. Workers Poverty
	V
	Long
	40% of families shared rooms
	


Task Three 
1.
The most important element in a PEE (Point – Evidence – Explanation) is the explanation.  

· For each of your list of causes, discuss with a partner HOW it might have caused a revolution
· Complete worksheet R14 by connecting the causes to my suggested explanations

Use your ideas and mine to complete the final column of your table, e.g.:

	Cause/ Point
	Importance
	Term
	Evidence
	Explanation

	1. Workers Poverty
	V
	Long
	40% of families shared rooms
	The workers were angry and blamed the government


2.
You are now ready, should you wish, to write a multi-paragraph essay – ‘Why was there a revolution in Russia in March 1917?’ – PEE-ing every paragraph.
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Draw lines to match up the causes on the left with the

explanations on the right.

1
Workers’ poverty

People realised that the Tsar did not love
them They stopped supporting him

2
Anger at the events of 1905

People have to eat!

They went on the demonstrations to
show the government how bad things
had become

3
General unrest

The workers were angry at therr
poverty They blamed the government
They decided to rebel

4
Rasputin

The members of the Duma wanted to
get nd of Nicholas

When there were some riots, they were
able to have a coup d'état.

5
Treason

Nicholas made wrong decisions He
missed his last chance to stop the
revolution, so it happened next day

Hunger

Ordinary soldiers were very angry at the
officers who treated the poor so badly
They swapped sides and supported the
people, so the Tsar fell from power

7
Trouble-makers

People blamed the government for the
war and the hardship of everyday life
They wanted to change the government
so things would get better.

8
Nicholas

The poor peasants were not producing
enough food to feed people, so people
got angry and attacked the government

9
An act of cruelty

His scandalous life discredited the
government People wanted leaders
who were not corrupt.

10
Peasant poverty

Some troublemakers whipped up the

T crowds to rebel

They turned peaceful marches into a
revolution
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